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1 RECOMMENDATIONS

1.1
The Board is asked to absorb the contents of this report, and to consider the vision for a more disability-friendly Bromley, and how this might be achieved
2 COMMENTARY

Why this report is important

There are over 20,000 people in Bromley with a disability, and around half of these people are on a disability benefit of some kind. With the right support these people can participate in, and contribute to, the community. without that support they may consume considerable resources. There are therefore compelling social and economic reasons to ensure that that support is provided.

In addition, it is now illegal not to do so. The Equality Act 2010 obliges organisations with more than 150 staff to provide evidence by law to publish evidence of what steps they are taking to ensure that disabled people have access to services and facilities that non-disabled people take for granted. They must demonstrate that they have engaged with disabled people, assessed their needs, put in place measures to meet those needs, and gathered evidence as to the success of those measures. This needs assessment is an important part of meeting those obligations, as will be the implementation of its recommendations.

Most of us will experience some sort of disability in our lives, especially as we age, and even if we don’t, the kind of adaptations that make access easier for disabled people improve access for all kinds of other people. These include carers, older people, people who are overweight, those with pushchairs, small children, heavy loads or luggage, and those who are temporarily unwell or injured. The commonly held belief, therefore, that adaptations consume enormous resources aimed at helping only a small proportion of people is not true.

The main findings
This report was steered from the start by disabled people and their representatives.  We consulted committees, attended workshops, did a survey of disabled people and conducted in-depth interviews with individuals. Interestingly, the priorities of disabled people were less concerned with health and social care services, with which they were generally satisfied, and more with their ability to participate in day to day activities. The most important findings from the consultation were that:
· Knowledge and attitudes of staff and the general public are a crucial determinant of access and quality of life

· Many disabled people find it impossible or very difficult to travel independently on public transport

· Many disabled people feel unnecessarily disempowered to leave home and participate.

· There are simple adaptations, too frequently absent, that can make an enormous difference to disabled people’s ability to use services.

· Many disabled people have given up hope of paid work

· Peer support is an important and under-used resource.

· Emotional well-being is probably not so much a product of social engagement, but a determinant. 

Recommendations

That all sectors in Bromley, public, private and community, consider how they might work towards a vision of a disability-friendly Bromley, as described in the report. 

The Health Social Care and Housing Partnership Board is a partnership of the following organisations:

 Bromley Local Involvement Network (LINk), Bromley Mytime, Bromley Primary Care Trust,  Community Links Bromley, Federation of Housing Associations, London Borough of Bromley, Oxleas NHS Foundation Trust, 

South London Healthcare NHS Trust, Voluntary Sector
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